English II Syllabus

Fall Semester 2015-2016
Mrs. Kymberly Melton
Welcome to English II!  English II is a required class needed for graduation.  It is the pre-requisite to at least two more English classes you will take during your high school career.  There is an EOC at the end of the semester.  (EOC stands for End-of Course test.)  It is a lot like an EOG, only harder.  Your English II EOC counts for 20% of your final grade.  Therefore, you should not take this class lightly.  You need to work hard, pay attention, and ask questions when you do not understand. 
COURSE DESCRIPTION
This course is a survey of World Literature.  We will read a wide variety of works in multiple genres including fiction (short stories and novels), poetry (including epic), drama, and non-fiction. In this course we will work to generate questions, explore philosophical concerns and perspectives, and identify themes that may be specific to a particular culture and time period and/or universal in nature. We will understand the relationship between works of literature and the culture and conditions in which they were created. We will identify and explore universal human questions and concerns that transcend cultures and appear to be universal among all people. We will explore the central concerns shared by all humanity with regard to issues of group identity, individual purpose, and oppression. Also, we will explore the relationship between the life and circumstances of writers and the works they have created. We will gain an appreciation for the writers’ art while strengthening our own written and oral communication skills through journal writing, in class written responses to literature, formal MLA research and writing, and in-class presentations and discussions.
Assessment Plan:


Grades will be determined from a combination of:
· Tests………………………………………..30%
· Projects and Writing Assignments…………30%
· Classwork ………………………………….15%
· Homework …………………………………10%
· Quizzes …………………………………….15%
· Extra-credit assignments may be offered and counted as a quiz grade.  
· Final grades are determined by a combination of each 9-week grade (40% and 40%) and a final exam (EOC), which counts 20%.  
POLICIES AND PROCEDURES
I expect everyone to do their best in class, and I have a few ground rules you must follow:

Student Expectations:

· Students are expected to come prepared for class.

· Students are expected to be on time and to attend class regularly.  (You can only miss 7 days.)

· Assignments must be completed by expected due date.

· Students are expected to respect your classmates and North Rowan staff. 

· Follow the student handbook rules. 

· Cell phones are not permitted in class unless I give permission. If they are seen or used they will be taken.

· Bathroom privileges are not to be abused.  Frequent or prolonged trips will result in revoked privileges.  
· DISRUPTIVE BEHAVIOR: If student is disrupting class (on more than one occurrence) he/she will be given an extra assignment of an essay due the beginning of the next class. Essays will be graded as a test grade and must meet all requirements. (1000 words, 12 pt. font, Times New Roman) 
Materials:

You are required to have the following materials in class with you every day:

· Pen or pencil (EVERY DAY!)
· Paper 
· Composition Notebook (Spiral Bound) 

· Laptop

Grading Policies:
Homework: Homework is given throughout the week, if you fail to complete the assigned task you will have a hard time passing the class.  

Note Taking: In English class students are responsible for taking notes during class lecture. These notes will help the student prepare for tests or quizzes. Any required accommodations will be honored.
Tests and Quizzes: Tests and quizzes are given on a regular basis and points vary according to the information covered. Students always have the option to retake a quiz or test in an effort to improve their grade.  
Make up Work: Missing work is the student’s responsibility. Students must come and see me for any assignments missed or not turned in.
Contact information:
Kymberly Melton

English, North Rowan High School

(704) 636-4420 ext. 863
meltonkg@rss.k12.nc.us - BEST WAY TO REACH ME – I will respond within 24 hours.  

PLEASE COMPLETE THE BOTTOM PORTION, CUT, AND RETURN TO ME FOR A 100 QUIZ GRADE:

__________________________________________________________________________________________

 I have read the class syllabus and understand what is required of me for H.English II:
Student Signature: ________________________________ Date: ______ 
I understand what is expected of my child for English II:
Parent Signature:
________________________________Date: ______ 
Email__________________________________________ 
Phone Number:__________________________________

Please feel free to tell me any additional comments:

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
